
   
 

From power generation to grid connection: TÜV Rheinland to Host Solar 

Energy Conference in Cologne on April 24 and 25  

Kick-off for the Solar Energy Conference: TÜV Rheinland’s new event format offers 

the international solar industry a comprehensive overview of the market and 

technology. Details: www.tuv.com/landingpage/en/pv-module-forum 

 

Cologne, 1 February 2024. For the first time, TÜV Rheinland is inviting system 

operators, investors, manufacturers and suppliers to the Solar Energy Conference 

at the Marriott Hotel in Cologne on April 24 and 25. During the two-day conference, 

25 renowned experts from research, industry, and national and international 

associations will inform participants about the latest technological and market 

developments. The English-language event will cover the entire spectrum from 

solar modules and power plant construction to energy storage systems, charging 

infrastructure for electric vehicles and grid connection conditions. TÜV Rheinland 

expects 200 attendees from around the globe.  

 

“With the Solar Energy Conference, we are building on our popular module 

workshops and expanding and internationalizing this format. Our aim is to provide 

participants with a comprehensive overview of the current requirements and 

developments in the solar industry – from energy generation to grid connection,” 

explains Thomas Haupt, Head of Solar Europe at TÜV Rheinland. From now on, 

the event will take place every year in April.  

 

Solar Modules: Opportunities, Challenges and Technological Developments 

In the opening session, Raffaele Rossi of SolarPower Europe will provide an 

overview of the risks, opportunities and challenges facing the solar industry in 

Europe. European manufacturers are currently under severe pressure due to falling 

prices. The following sessions will focus on technological developments in solar 

modules and their lifetime. For example, Q CELLS will explain the current status of 

perovskite solar cells, while the Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy Systems will 

present its results on the degradation of TOPCon solar modules for the first time.    

 

New Standards for Batteries and Backsheets 

The second day of the conference will focus on energy storage, charging 

infrastructure and new standards. Last year, the EU battery regulation 2023/1542 

and the safety standard for front and backsheets IEC 62788-2-1:2023 were 

introduced.  

http://www.tuv.com/landingpage/en/pv-module-forum


   
 

 

The event will bring together representatives from all areas of the PV industry. 

“Nowhere else is there such an opportunity to shed light on the background of 

standards and the requirements they contain. This helps immensely to clarify and 

avoid misunderstandings,” explains Guido Volberg of Stäubli Electrical Connectors 

AG.  

 

Fun, networking and refreshments will also be provided at the Solar Energy 

Conference. On the evening of April 24, there will be a dinner party for all 

participants on the second largest ship of the Cologne-Düsseldorf shipping 

company, the KD MS RheinFantasie. 

 

About TÜV Rheinland 

Safety and quality in almost all areas of business and life: That’s what TÜV Rheinland 

stands for. The company has been active for more than 150 years and is one of the world’s 

leading testing service providers. TÜV Rheinland has more than 20,000 employees in over 

50 countries and generates annual sales of around 2.3 billion euros. TÜV Rheinland’s highly 

qualified experts test technical systems and products around the globe, accompany 

innovations in technology and business, train people in numerous professions and certify 

management systems according to international standards. In this way, the independent 

experts ensure trust along global flows of goods and value chains. Since 2006, TÜV 

Rheinland has been a member of the United Nations Global Compact for more sustainability 

and against corruption. Website: www.tuv.com 
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Caption: TÜV Rheinland ensures that solar modules, energy storage systems and 

charging stations comply with standards. Here, the performance of PV modules is 

tested using a solar simulator.  

Copyright: TÜV Rheinland 

 

Media contact:  

TÜV Rheinland, Press Office, Tel.: +49 221 806-21 48 

Press releases as well as photo and video footage are available on request by 

email to contact@press.tuv.com or on www.tuv.com/press. 

 

Journalists can obtain accreditation for the Solar Energy Conference free of 

charge. Please send an e-mail to contact@press.tuv.com. 

http://www.tuv.com/
http://www.tuv.com/press

